
California Vanpool Authority 

AGENDA ITEM 7-3. 
March 14, 2024 
Prepared by Georgina Landecho, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: 

Information: EEC Update & CalVans Bill Report

BACKGROUND: 

The Sacramento, California-based Environmental and Energy Consulting (EEC) 
provides professional lead consulting for environmental policy, providing full services for 
transportation, energy, and climate objectives strategy, regulatory support, project, and 
program funding development, budget process expertise, or overall policy guidance. 

EEC's Erika Romero, Associate, will provide a brief overview of the attached written 
report to inform CVA board members and interested parties of the status of the scope of 
work and legislative directives and updates.

DISCUSSION: 

The Legislative Session
The Legislature is beginning to set hearings for policy bills and to discuss the state 
budget. It will continue to do this until March 21st when it is set to adjourn for Spring 
Recess. The legislature will reconvene on April 1st. 

State Budget
As part of the budget hearings, legislators are working to find budget solutions to what is 
currently projected to be a $73 billion budget deficit. Although the budget is tough, EEC 
staff will continue to meet with legislative staff about the opportunity to include $100 
million in the budget (or a bond) for the deployment of zero emission vehicles for use by 
low-income agricultural workers. Assemblymember Soria is weighing championing the 
issue, this would be huge as she is the Assembly Ag Committee Chair. 

Legislative Measures
There are several measures EEC is currently looking into for CalVans (see attached bill 
report). However, EEC is not prepared to provide recommendations until more is known 
about where the author's are going with them. 
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CalVans Bill Report

  Investigate

 

  AB 817 (Pacheco D)   Open meetings: teleconferencing: subsidiary body.
  Introduced: 2/13/2023
  Last Amend: 1/17/2024
  Status: 1/25/2024-Read third time. Passed. Ordered to the Senate. (Ayes 54. Noes 8.) In Senate.

Read first time. To Com. on RLS. for assignment.
  Location: 1/25/2024-S. RLS.
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified exceptions, each legislative body of a local
agency to provide notice of the time and place for its regular meetings and an agenda containing a
brief general description of each item of business to be transacted. The act also requires that all
meetings of a legislative body be open and public, and that all persons be permitted to attend unless
a closed session is authorized. The act generally requires for teleconferencing that the legislative body
of a local agency that elects to use teleconferencing post agendas at all teleconference locations,
identify each teleconference location in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have
each teleconference location be accessible to the public. Existing law also requires that, during the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participate from locations
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction. Current law
authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternate teleconferencing provisions during a
proclaimed state of emergency (emergency provisions) and, until January 1, 2026, in certain
circumstances related to the particular member if at least a quorum of its members participate from a
singular physical location that is open to the public and situated within the agency’s jurisdiction and
other requirements are met (nonemergency provisions). This bill, until January 1, 2026, would
authorize a subsidiary body, as defined, to use similar alternative teleconferencing provisions and
would impose requirements for notice, agenda, and public participation, as prescribed. In order to use
teleconferencing pursuant to this act, the bill would require the legislative body that established the
subsidiary body by charter, ordinance, resolution, or other formal action to make specified findings by
majority vote, before the subsidiary body uses teleconferencing for the first time and every 12 months
thereafter.

 

  AB 2302 (Addis D)   Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences.
  Introduced: 2/12/2024
  Status: 2/26/2024-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
  Location: 2/26/2024-A. L. GOV.
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The Ralph M. Brown Act generally requires for teleconferencing that the legislative body of a
local agency that elects to use teleconferencing post agendas at all teleconference locations, identify
each teleconference location in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each
teleconference location be accessible to the public. Current law also requires that, during the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participate from locations
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction. The act
provides an exemption to the jurisdictional requirement for health authorities, as defined. Current law,
until January 1, 2026, authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternative
teleconferencing in specified circumstances if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of
the members of the legislative body participates in person from a singular physical location clearly
identified on the agenda that is open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory
over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, and the legislative body complies with prescribed
requirements. Current law imposes prescribed restrictions on remote participation by a member under
these alternative teleconferencing provisions, including establishing limits on the number of meetings a
member may participate in solely by teleconference from a remote location, prohibiting such
participation for a period of more than 3 consecutive months or 20% of the regular meetings for the
local agency within a calendar year, or more than 2 meetings if the legislative body regularly meets
fewer than 10 times per calendar year. This bill would revise those limits, instead prohibiting such
participation for more than a specified number of meetings per year, based on how frequently the
legislative body regularly meets.

  Support
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  SB 537 (Becker D)   Open meetings: multijurisdictional, cross-county agencies: teleconferences.
  Introduced: 2/14/2023
  Last Amend: 9/5/2023
  Status: 9/14/2023-Ordered to inactive file on request of Assembly Member Bryan.
  Location: 9/14/2023-A. INACTIVE FILE
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use
alternate teleconferencing provisions during a proclaimed state of emergency or in other situations
related to public health that exempt a legislative body from the general requirements (emergency
provisions) and impose different requirements for notice, agenda, and public participation, as
prescribed. The emergency provisions specify that they do not require a legislative body to provide a
physical location from which the public may attend or comment. Current law, until January 1, 2026,
authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternative teleconferencing in certain
circumstances related to the particular member if at least a quorum of its members participate from a
singular physical location that is open to the public and situated within the agency’s jurisdiction and
other requirements are met, including restrictions on remote participation by a member of the
legislative body. These circumstances include if a member shows “just cause,” including for a childcare
or caregiving need of a relative that requires the member to participate remotely. This bill would
expand the circumstances of “just cause” to apply to the situation in which an immunocompromised
child, parent, grandparent, or other specified relative requires the member to participate remotely. The
bill would authorize the legislative body of a multijurisdictional, cross-county agency, as specified, to
use alternate teleconferencing provisions if the eligible legislative body has adopted an authorizing
resolution, as specified. The bill would also require the legislative body to provide a record of
attendance of the members of the legislative body, the number of community members in attendance
in the teleconference meeting, and the number of public comments on its internet website within 10
days after a teleconference meeting, as specified. The bill would require at least a quorum of members
of the legislative body to participate from one or more physical locations that are open to the public
and within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction.

  Watch

 

  AB 2626 (Dixon R)   Advanced Clean Fleets regulations: local governments.
  Introduced: 2/14/2024
  Status: 3/4/2024-Referred to Coms. on TRANS. and NAT. RES.
  Location: 3/4/2024-A. TRANS.
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt and implement motor vehicle
emission standards, in-use performance standards, and motor vehicle fuel specifications for the control
of air contaminants and sources of air pollution that the state board has found necessary, cost
effective, and technologically feasible. Pursuant to its authority, the state board has adopted the
Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation, which imposes various requirements for transitioning local, state,
and federal government fleets of medium- and heavy-duty trucks, other high-priority fleets of medium-
and heavy-duty trucks, and drayage trucks to zero-emission vehicles. The Advanced Clean Fleets
Regulation authorizes entities subject to the regulation to apply for exemptions from its requirements
under certain circumstances. This bill would extend the compliance dates for local government set forth
in the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation by 10 years. The bill would prohibit the state board from
taking enforcement action against a local government for violating the Advanced Clean Fleets
Regulation if the alleged violation occurs before January 1, 2025.

 

  SB 768 (Caballero D)   California Environmental Quality Act: State Air Resources Board: vehicle miles
traveled: study.

  Introduced: 2/17/2023
  Last Amend: 1/11/2024
  Status: 1/29/2024-Read third time. Passed. (Ayes 34. Noes 4.) Ordered to the Assembly. In Assembly.

Read first time. Held at Desk.
  Location: 1/29/2024-A. DESK
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency to prepare a
mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on the environment if
revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that
the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. Current law requires the
Office of Planning and Research to prepare, develop, and transmit to the Secretary of the Natural
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